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Sunday 21st March 2021 – Passion Sunday
Dear Friends,
There are some things in life that we avoid discussing - what we earn, for example, or
who we vote for. And we don't talk much about death either! Sunday's gospel reading
encourages us to confront an uncomfortable truth that is central to our faith, which is
that to follow Christ we must die to the things that we hold dear in this life. Life is a
series of losses - of old certainties, of relationships, of hopes and dreams - and during
the pandemic we have had to confront the very real loss of many lives. But Jesus tells
us that a grain of wheat which falls on the earth and dies will bear much fruit. Likewise,
our flourishing entails an acceptance of loss and a letting go in order to follow Him.
David Candlin

THIS WEEK
Sunday 21st March – Passion Sunday
9.30am – No Service
10.00am – Holy Communion Service at St Martin’s, in Church and live streamed –
led by David Candlin
6.30pm – Evening Prayer – online only, led by Martyn Holloway-Neville Nick Parish
Wednesday 24th March
10-11am Individual prayer at St Stephen’s
7.00pm
Lent Study: The prophet Habakkuk
Our Lent Bible Study continues on Wednesday 24th March, led by Rev Andris
Abakuks. We will be exploring the Book of Habakkuk. If you wish to prepare a little,
you might care to (a) locate the Book of Habakkuk in your bible, among the minor
prophets at the end of the Old Testament, and (b) read through the book, only three
chapters of moderate length, though perhaps not the easiest of reading at first attempt.
Our Bible Study is on Zoom, starting at 7pm: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5065387390
Thursday 25th March
10.00am – Holy Communion, in Church and live streamed – led by Nick Parish
To join us from home for our services, go to our website and click on the link.
www.stmartinsepsom.org

FUTURE SERVICES
Sunday 28th March – Palm Sunday
9.30am – No Service
10.00am – Holy Communion Service at St Martin’s, in Church and live streamed –
led by Nick Parish
6.30pm – Evening Prayer – online only, led by David Candlin
DISCIPLESHIP /STUDY/ WORSHIP MEETINGS
National Day of Reflection – Tuesday 23rd March
The Church will remain open all day on this day so people can come in to pray and
reflect.
At the end of this newsletter is a reflective colouring page the children might like to
colour.

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER PLANS UPDATED
Palm Sunday
10.00am Live/ livestreamed Holy Communion
6.30pm Livestreamed Evening Prayer
Stations of the Cross

recorded reflections on these will be available to view
online.

Maundy Thursday

10.00am Live/livestreamed Holy Communion.

Good Friday

2.00pm Hour of reflection at St. Stephen’s
2.00pm Live/livestreamed service for Good Friday
at St Martin’s.

Easter Day

9.30am Holy Communion at St Stephen’s
10.00am Holy Communion
live at St Martin’s and live streamed
6.30pm Evening Prayer live at St Martin’s
and live streamed

Sun 11th April

9.30am Holy Communion at St Stephen’s
10.00am Morning Prayer at St Martin’s
6.30pm Easter Celebration words and music live
and streamed at St Martin’s

Stations of the Cross
Every day from Wednesday 25th
March through to Easter Sunday we
will be publishing a short daily
reflection on the stations of the
cross, which follow Jesus's journey
from Pilate's palace to the place of
the crucifixion. These bite sized
meditations - each narrated by a
different member of the Ministry
team - are offered as a devotional to
help you prepare for Good Friday
and Easter Day. Watch them on our
website
(https://www.stmartinsepsom.org/lent-2021/) or on our facebook page.

Easter 2021 Tour de Parish
Show your support for St Martin’s!
Three familiar faces are taking to their bikes this Easter to celebrate the end of
lockdown and raise funds for St Martin’s ministry in the parish. On Easter Monday,
Churchwarden John Flower and Rev David Candlin will start riding every road in the
parish – from the busy town centre to the open spaces of Epsom Downs. Intrepid
bicyclist and St Martin’s regular David Stamp will take over on Tuesday. Together,
they have fifty miles of tarmac ahead of them!
Please support them – by sponsoring them to complete the ride – or maybe you fancy
joining them for some or all the route? Or you'd like to provide tea and cake half way
round? It’s all to support St Martin’s ministry. You can give electronically using this
link: https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/13377#!/DonationDetails or donate in cash or by
cheque to the church office. Thank you!

STEWARDSHIP
Giving to St Martin’s and St Stephen on the Downs
For general and stewardship giving you can give online giving via the Charities Aid
Foundation.
Donations can be either a one-off donation or a regular donation using direct debit.
To make a donation either:
1. Click on the following link:
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/13377
OR
2. Use your Smart Phone and Scan the QR Code below
There is also a “Donate” button on our website.
Thank you for your continued giving directly and via online giving.
OTHER NOTICES
The Roadmap
Looking at the government plan for easing lockdown, there are a few milestones
relevant to us. The number of people allowed to attend a wedding begins at 6 from
the end of March, and builds up with each phase to 15, then 30, and then unrestricted.
Funerals remain at 30 until derestriction, but wakes will be permitted in increasing
numbers as the plan progresses.
A key change for us will be when indoor meetings for social purposes are allowed from
phase 3, albeit with a limit of 6 people, and then unlimited from phase 4.
Electoral Roll Revision
The Electoral Roll is due to be revised on 7th May 2021 and a notice to this effect will
be will be displayed outside both our churches from 19th March 2021. If you are unsure
please check that your name is entered in the current Roll (at the back of St Martins)
or with me by email (aronson_john@hotmail.com), also if there have been changes to
your address or contact details please inform me or the Parish Office. Your full details
can be checked in the office. We always want new people to join so if you are not yet
on the Roll and would like to join please complete an application form and hand it in
to the Parish Office. The Roll will be closed for any new entries from 6 May 2021 until
after the Parish AGM on 23 May 2021.
John Aronson, Electoral Roll Officer.
Easter Cards Available
While restrictions on what we can do are gradually being
relaxed I have decided that it would still be more sensible to
run the Easter Card Shop online, as I did for Christmas cards.
Please find attached to this newsletter an order form and
pictures of all the available cards. I will be selling them on a
first come, first served basis, however I will confirm with you
exactly how much or your order you will receive and how
much it will cost. I will deliver all cards to you personally
(socially distanced, of course!).
Please help support St Martins by buying your Easter cards from me. Thank you.
Mary Holloway-Neville

Trees in the Churchyard
As I think most of you know, Epsom and Ewell Borough Council are responsible for
the maintenance of our Churchyard. The Council exercise their responsibility for the
trees in our Churchyard by employing a Tree Officer who surveys the trees at regular
intervals, and determines what works are required to maintain them in good and safe
order.
We have now received the latest schedule of proposed work to the trees and most of
the work refers to removing ivy where it is damaging trees and minor pruning; only
one tree will be felled completely and that is the dead pine tree to the east of the
Church, next to the pathway that runs through the south-side of the churchyard.
The dead tree should be removed in the next week or so, but the Borough Council has
agreed that the remainder of the work will be delayed until the late summer so as to
avoid disturbing any birds during the nesting season.
If you have any queries regarding this work, please do not hesitate to speak to the
Churchwardens in the first instance.
The Churchwardens
Mission For March
HOME
Spinnaker Trust – Engaging – Inspiring - Equipping
The aim of this Christian Charity is to support Primary Schools with Assemblies and
R.E. lessons. Locally here they have worked at 11 schools in Epsom and Ewell. They
aim to inspire this generation of primary school children to engage with the Christian
faith and explore its values.
Jill Chapman
ABROAD
The Mission to Seafarers has been caring for sailors throughout the world for more
than 150 years and they are now busier than ever dealing with the problems of men
and women who are often away from their families for many months and sometimes
years at a time. Because of the virus at the moment they are not even allowed off their
ships when they are in port.
As an island we depend on these men and women to supply our food and goods and
we need to support those who help all seafarers wherever they are.
Maureen Suatt
Can you please hold these Mission areas in your Prayers – Thank you
CTiE Holy Week Event for 2021
This Easter, because of Covid19 restrictions, Churches Together in Epsom (CTiE) is
unable to hold the Good Friday outreach events in Epsom town centre, held over
recent years. We are working with the chaplaincy team at Epsom hospital to bring gifts
and an Easter message of hope to staff, patients and relatives. CTiE is providing
Easter eggs with an Easter story book, and activities for children and families to share.
Each egg will come with a card from CTiE with a message of love, hope and Easter
blessings and an invitation to online church services. These will be distributed on our
behalf, during Holy Week, by the Chaplaincy team.

Latest message from Chris Short at Food Bank
This week we need:
• Easter treats and small Easter eggs
• Pasta Sauce
• Packet Soup
• Shaving foam
• Hot Chocolate
• Nappies (sizes 4, 6 nappies and
• Coffee
pants, 6+ nappies and pants)
• Long Life Fruit Juice
• Custard
Please either donate at the usual supermarket points, or bring donations to our car
park (please wear a mask);
Epsom & Ewell Foodbank
Generation Resource Centre
(Behind West Ewell Primary School)
Ruxley Lane
Ewell
KT19 0JG
Monday – Friday : 9am – 2pm
* PLEASE MAKE SURE ALL DONATIONS ARE SEALED, IN DATE AND DO NOT
CONTAIN ALCOHOL
Can't get to the shops? You could text to make a small donation, send us a
supermarket delivery to the address above, or contact us about sponsoring some fresh
fruit & veg!
You can help by texting 70450 to donate:
Text FOODBANKGIFT2 to donate £2
Text FOODBANKGIFT3 to donate £3
Text FOODBANKGIFT5 to donate £5
Text FOODBANKGIFT10 to donate £10
Text FOODBANKGIFT15 to donate £15
Text FOODBANKGIFT20 to donate £20
Kind regards
Chris Shortt

CONTACT US
Parish Office:
Church House, Church Street, Epsom,
KT17 4PX Phone: 01372 722567
E-mail: stmartinsepsom@btconnect.com
Website: www.stmartinsepsom.org
The Revd Nick Parish, Vicar – 01372 743336
Email: vicar@stmartinsepsom.org
The Revd David Candlin – Curate - 07723 849 477
Email: revcandlin@gmail.com

