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Dear Friends,

There is an aggressive air about this Sunday, as we read the story of Jesus driving the
money changers out of the Temple. His anger and frustration are clear. We might call
this ‘righteous anger.’ Christians are suppose to be nice and gentle, but we are called

to speak out where we find abuses and injustice, and expressing our feelings in an
assertive manner is in keeping with our faith. The problem with anger and frustration is
that it can lead to bitterness. And that is corrosive of our spirit. St Paul advised us well
to ‘not let the sun go down on our anger.’ Nick Parish

THIS WEEK

Sunday 7" March — Third Sunday of Lent
9.30am — No Service
10.00am — Holy Communion at St Martin’s, in Church and live streamed —
led by Nick Parish
6.30pm — Evening Prayer — online only, led by Graeme Lodge

The Royal College of Organists and the Society of Women Organists have designated
7" March as “Woman Composer Sunday”. Therefore, | will be playing music at the
morning service which is by three women composers, Kerensa Briggs (born 1991),
Jeanne Demessieux (1921-1968) and Dame Ethyl Smyth (1858-1944), and well suited
to the liturgical season. lain Macfarlane

Wednesday 10" March

10-11am Individual prayer at St Stephen’s

7.00pm  Music through Lament: Lent Bible Study

Our Lent Bible Study continues this coming Wednesday evening with a programme led
by Ruth Foxcroft called 'Music Through Lament'. Ruth will explore the topic of lament in
ancient, classical and contemporary music.

Join on Zoom at 7pm on Wednesday: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5065387390

Thursday 11" March
10.00am - Holy Communion, in Church and live streamed — led by Nick Parish
To join us, go to our website and click on the link. www.stmartinsepsom.org



https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5065387390&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw3LjnQEaXsAVRN1L2enNZea
http://www.stmartinsepsom.org/

FUTURE SERVICES
Sunday 14" March — Mothering Sunday
9.30am — No Service
10.00am — Service of the Word at St Martin’s, in Church and live streamed —
led by Nick Parish with a talk from The Children’s Society
6.30pm — Holy Communion — online only, led by David Candlin

DISCIPLESHIP /STUDY/ WORSHIP MEETINGS

Contemplative Prayer Group

| send out notes for the Group each month — let me know if you would like to receive
them either by email or by post.

The Workshops on Contemplative Prayer, hosted by Revd Christopher Hancock in the
Parish of Headley and Boxhill, will continue. The next one is scheduled for the 18th
March at 8pm. Anyone is welcome to join in by zoom. go to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82217687907. Adrian Esdaile

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER PLANS
Palm Sunday — 10.00am Live/ livestreamed Holy Communion
6.30pm Livestreamed Evening Prayer

Stations of the Cross — recorded reflections on these will be available to view
online.

Maundy Thursday — 10.00am Live/livestreamed Holy Communion.

Good Friday — Four 30 minute recorded reflections available to watch
online.

2.00pm Hour of reflection at St. Stephen’s
2.00pm Live/livestreamed service for Good Friday
at St Martin’s.

Easter Day — 9.30am Holy Communion at St Stephen’s
10.00am Holy Communion
live at St Martin’s and live streamed
6.30pm Evening Prayer live at St Martin’s and live
streamed

Sun 11™" April - 9.30am Holy Communion at St Stephen’s
10.00am Morning Prayer at St Martin’s
6.30pm Easter Celebration words and music live and
streamed at St Martin’s

CHURCHES TOGETHER

The next Churches Together in Epsom, prayer time will be on:

Friday March 12th, 9:15-9:45 am  All are invited to join on Zoom

Click here to go to the Zoom meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73840016085?pwd=eGIGe|V6aGVKaTFkUHJPcU5Rams
0QT09

Meeting ID: 738 4001 6085

Passcode: 1lgqaD7M



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82217687907
https://ctie.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38091bfdddee41da7966538a3&id=3b82713a9c&e=78f911316a
https://ctie.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38091bfdddee41da7966538a3&id=283d452778&e=78f911316a
https://ctie.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38091bfdddee41da7966538a3&id=283d452778&e=78f911316a

STEWARDSHIP
Giving to St Martin’s and St Stephen on the Downs
For general and stewardship giving you can give online giving via the Charities Aid
Foundation.
Donations can be either a one-off donation or a regular donation using direct debit.
To make a donation either:

1. Click on the following link:

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/13377

OR
2. Use your Smart Phone and Scan the QR Code below

There is also a “Donate” button on our website.
Thank you for your continued giving directly and via online giving.

OTHER NOTICES

The Roadmap

Looking at the government plan for easing lockdown, there are a few milestones
relevant to us. The number of people allowed to attend a wedding begins at 6 from
the end of March, and builds up with each phase to 15, then 30, and then unrestricted.
Funerals remain at 30 until derestriction, but wakes will be permitted in increasing
numbers as the plan progresses.

A key change for us will be when indoor meetings for social purposes are allowed from
phase 3, albeit with a limit of 6 people, and then unlimited from phase 4.

EASTER CARDS AVAILABLE
While restrictions on what we can do are gradually being
relaxed | have decided that it would still be more sensible to
run the Easter Card Shop online, as | did for Christmas cards.
Please find attached to this newsletter an order form and
pictures of all the available cards. | will be selling them on a
first come, first served basis, however | will confirm with you | .
exactly how much or your order you will receive and how |
much it will cost. | will deliver all cards to you personally
(socially distanced, of course!). . i
Please help support St Martins by buying your Easter cards from me. Thank you
Mary Holloway-Neville

A Message from Joan Armstrong

Because of circumstances and my age | have decided to live in Tunbridge Wells. |
will be moving on the 5" March to a care home which is only 10 minutes from my
daughter Glenys so | can have her visit me. My new address will be:

Fountain Lodge Care Home

Room 7

13-17 London Road,

Southborough,

Tunbridge Wells

TN4 ORJ,

Tel No: 01892 886408


https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/13377

Mission For March

HOME

Spinnaker Trust — Engaging — Inspiring - Equipping

The aim of this Christian Charity is to support Primary Schools with Assemblies and
R.E. lessons. Locally here they have worked at 11 schools in Epsom and Ewell. They
aim to inspire this generation of primary school children to engage with the Christian
faith and explore its values. Jill Chapman

ABROAD
The Mission to Seafarers has been caring for sailors throughout the world for more
than 150 years and they are now busier than ever dealing with the problems of men
and women who are often away from their families for many months and sometimes
years at a time. Because of the virus at the moment they are not even allowed off their
ships when they are in port.
As an island we depend on these men and women to supply our food and goods and
we need to support those who help all seafarers wherever they are.

Maureen Suatt
Can you please hold these Mission areas in your Prayers — Thank you

Latest message from Jackie at Food Bank

“As always | hope that you are safe and well. Whilst we have been quieter we still
provided food for 230 people during the past week. As you can imagine that is a lot
of food to be sorted, packed, weighed and delivered.

As we have previously mentioned, please only donate the items listed below

URGENT we have no reserve stock of —

e Tinned fruit e Long life sponge puddings
e Ketchup/brown sauce e We have limited stock of —

e Jam e Tinned meat such as hotdogs, stews,
e Tinned soup - we are very surprised meatballs, minced beef, casseroles
at this one as we had a HUGE stock. (must not contain alcohol eg No

However it is winter and its’ a nice chicken in white wine sauce)

quick meal. e Tinned fish
e Squash e Powdered milk
e Shower gel e Noodles - including instant noodles
e Shampoo e UHT milk - not skimmed
e Washing up liquid e Tea bags
e Tinned meat pies - no alcohol e Toilet rolls

e Rice - not microwave rice

Please note that in an effort to keep our teams safe, and leaving the warehouse at a
sensible time, we are accepting donations up to 2pm daily and 1.30pm on a
Thursday. This will then give them time to sort the food before clocking off time. If
you need to drop food off after this time then please do contact us to make separate
arrangements.

Many thanks for your continued help and support, Stay safe, Jackie”



CONTACT US

Parish Office:

Church House, Church Street, Epsom,
KT17 4PX Phone: 01372 722567
E-mail: stmartinsepsom@btconnect.com
Website: www.stmartinsepsom.org

The Revd Nick Parish, Vicar — 01372 743336
Email: vicar@stmartinsepsom.org

The Revd David Candlin — Curate - 07723 849 477
Email: revcandlin@gmail.com


mailto:stmartinsepsom@btconnect.com
http://www.stmartinsepsom.org/
mailto:vicar@stmartinsepsom.org

Third Sunday of Lent

Su nday 7 March 2021

COLLECT

Almighty God,

whose most dear Son went not up to joy
but first he suffered pain,

and entered not into glory before he was
crucified:

mercifully grant that we, walking in the
way of the cross,

may find it none other than the way of life
and peace;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

FIRST READING Exodus 20:1-17
A reading from the book of Exodus.

Then God spoke all these words: | am the
LORD your God, who brought you out of the
land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery;
you shall have no other gods before me. You
shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in
the form of anything that is in heaven above,
or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in
the water under the earth. You shall not bow
down to them or worship them; for | the
LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing
children for the iniquity of parents, to the
third and the fourth generation of those who
reject me, but showing steadfast love to the
thousandth generation of those who love
me and keep my commandments. You shall
not make wrongful use of the name of the
LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit
anyone who misuses his name. Remember
the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days
you shall labour and do all your work. But the
seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your
God; you shall not do any work — you, your
son or your daughter, your male or female
slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in
your towns. For in six days the LORD made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in
them, but rested the seventh day; therefore
the LORD blessed the sabbath day and
consecrated it. Honour your father and your
mother, so that your days may be long in the
land that the LORD your God is giving you.
You shall not murder. You shall not commit
adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not
bear false witness against your neighbour.
You shall not covet your neighbour’s house;
you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or
male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbour.

PSALM Psalm 19
R You, Lord, have the words of eternal life.
or
R The statutes of the Lord are just
and rejoice the heart.

The heavens declare the glory of God,

and the firmament shows his handiwork.

One day tells its tale to another,

and one night imparts knowledge to
another.

Although they have no words or
language,

and their voices are not heard,

Their sound has gone out into all lands,

and their message to the ends of the
world. R

In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun;

it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his
chamber:

it rejoices like a champion to run its course.

It goes forth from the uttermost edge of
the heavens

and runs about to the end of it again;

nothing is hidden from its burning heat. R

The law of the Lord is perfect

and revives the soul;

the testimony of the Lord is sure

and gives wisdom to the innocent.
The statutes of the Lord are just

and rejoice the heart;

the commandment of the Lord is clear
and gives light to the eyes. R

The fear of the Lord is clean

and endures for ever;

the judgements of the Lord are true
and righteous altogether.

More to be desired are they than gold,
more than much fine gold,

sweeter far than honey,

than honey in the comb. R

By them also is your servant enlightened,

and in keeping them there is great reward.

Who can tell how often he offends?

Cleanse me from my secret faults.

Above all, keep your servant from
presumptuous sins;

let them not get dominion over me;

then shall | be whole and sound,

and innocent of a great offence. R

Let the words of my mouth and the
meditation of my heart

be acceptable in your sight,

O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. R

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
A reading from the first letter of Paul to
the Corinthians.

The message about the cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the

power of God. For it is written, “| will
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and

the discernment of the discerning | will
thwart.” Where is the one who is wise?
Where is the scribe? Where is the debater
of this age? Has not God made foolish
the wisdom of the world? For since,

in the wisdom of God, the world did

not know God through wisdom, God
decided, through the foolishness of our
proclamation, to save those who believe.
For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified,
a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness
to Gentiles, but to those who are the
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God.
For God's foclishness is wiser than human
wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger
than human strength.

GOSPEL John 2:13-22
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John.

The Passover of the Jews was near, and
Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple
he found people selling cattle, sheep, and
doves, and the money-changers seated at
their tables. Making a whip of cords, he
drove all of them out of the temple, both
the sheep and the cattle. He also poured
out the coins of the money-changers

and overturned their tables. He told
those who were selling the doves, “Take
these things out of here! Stop making

my Father's house a market-place!” His
disciples remembered that it was written,
“Zeal for your house will consume me.”
The Jews then said to him, "What sign
can you show us for doing this?” Jesus
answered them, “Destroy this temple,
and in three days | will raise it up.” They
then said, “This temple has been under
construction for forty-six years, and will
you raise it up in three days?” But he was
speaking of the temple of his body. After
he was raised from the dead, his disciples
remembered that he had said this; and
they believed the scripture and the word
that Jesus had spoken.

POST COMMUNION

Merciful Lord,

grant your people grace to withstand the
temptations of the world, the flesh and
the devil,

and with pure hearts and minds to follow
you, the only God;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Sunday. The Revised Commeon Lectionary is copyright © the Consultauon on Common Texts, 1992. The Christian Year: Calendar, Lectionary and Collects, 1997, which

E p 15 of the Revised Common Lectionary, publlshed as the Principal Service Lechonar)r)
and the compilation of Collects and Post Communion Prayers, is copyright 0 The Archbishops’ Council, and material from it is reproduced with permission.
Bible readings from MRSV published by Mowbray and used by permission. All rights reserved P!
Hampshire GU34 3HQ. A Registered Charity limited by guarantee. Registered in England 03261721. www.rpbooks.co.uk Email rp@rpbooks.co.uk

includes The Common Worship Lectionary (the Church of England

. Co ynght © Redemptorist Publications Wolf's Lane Chawton
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"Jesus answered them, 'Destroy this temple,
and in three days | will raise it up.”
John 2:19

lllustration

“The diffrense [sic] from a person and an angel is easy. Most of an angel is in the
inside and most of a person is on the outside.”

On a foggy November night in the East End docklands of the 1930s, a young man
named Fynn found a neglected five-year-old girl named Anna. Fynn's profound
and moving book, Mister God, This |Is Anna, charts the course of their friendship
over the next couple of years until Anna’s death in an accident at nearly eight
years old.

On one level, Anna was like any other five-year-old child: mischievous, energetic
and endlessly curious. But on another level she was precociously gifted, with a
depth of understanding and insight beyond her own — or anyone else’s — years.
In Fynn’s own words: “At five years Anna knew absolutely the purpose of being,
knew the meaning of love and was a personal friend and helper of Mister God.
At six Anna was a theologian, mathematician, philosopher, poet and gardener.”

Fynn paints a picture of himself as a young, intelligent adult willingly following in
the wake of a remarkable child, struggling to keep up with the depth of her insights
and perceptions. Anna’'s thoughts and words stop us in our tracks because they
challenge our limited understanding, and because we instinctively feel that she
is offering us a tantalising glimpse into the mind of God, just beyond our sight.

Gospel Teaching

Anna may remind us a little of Jesus at twelve years old, when he stayed behind
in Jerusalem after the Passover festival. Baffling his worried parents with talk of
needing to be in his Father’s house, and amazing the teachers in the Temple with
the level of his understanding, Jesus spoke with an authority that commanded
the respect of his hearers.

In today’s Gospel reading Jesus is back in the Temple, lashing out in anger at
those who were trading there. This incident appears in all four Gospels: at the
beginning of Jesus’ ministry here in John, and associated with the Passion
narratives in the Synoptics. A popular interpretation has been to see this as an
example of Jesus’ humanity — he got angry just like the rest of us! But in our



eagerness to claim similarity between Jesus and ourselves, we are in danger
of missing a far deeper truth. John does not have to “prove” Jesus’ humanity;
after all, he has already affirmed that the Word became flesh (1:14). Of far deeper
import here is the authority that the fully human Jesus claims for his words and
actions.

The traders that Jesus drove out were not gatecrashers into the daily life of the
Temple; far from it, they were essential to the whole operation of the Temple cult.
Animals and birds were needed for sacrifices, and the money changers were
necessary because coins bearing the emperor’s head were not acceptable within
the Temple precincts. When the outraged Jews demanded to know by what
authority Jesus did these things, he referred cryptically to his future Passion and
death: “Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up.”

This was a revolutionary claim. For the Jewish nation, the Temple was the locus of
God'’s presence amongst his people, the beating heart of their faith and worship.
But by referring to the temple of his body, Jesus was effectively claiming that the
cult of the Temple was past: the presence of God upon earth was now embodied,
not in a building, but in Christ himself.

Application

The scandal and the challenge continue to this day. A great danger for the
Church in any age is that it will fall into the trap of assuming that the Church’s
authority is the same thing as God's authority. When we think of our own
Christian community, what are the “sacred cows” — areas that we have closed
off, declared non-negotiable, made impervious to the indwelling and renewing
action of Christ’s Spirit? The danger is there for all of us, whether we are part of
a long-established church community or a new fellowship.

The startling insights of Anna, and the authority-challenging words and actions
of Jesus, jolt us, if we allow them, into new ways of seeing God and the ways
in which he seeks to draw us more fully into the depths of his love. The scales
fall from our eyes, and we see things as if for the first time. The yardstick for all
our Christian communities must be the revelation of God in the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. How open are we prepared to be?

redemﬁ(?:risf
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MONDAY
8 MARCH

2 Kings 5:1-15 REFLECTION

Psalm 42:1-2; 43:1-4

Luke 4:24-30

he major themes of rebellion, repentance and forgiveness
TUESDAY which flowed through last week's readings persist this week,
9 MARCH with increased emphasis on obedience. This is highlighted in
Song of the

Monday's text from 2 Kings. Sent to Israel for healing from leprosy,
Three 2. 11-20

or Daniel 2:20-23
Psalm 25:3-10 Elisha's simple instructions to bathe seven times in the Jordan,

Aramean commandeer Naaman initially refuses to comply with

Matthew 18:21-end  because it is demeaning for a man of his stature. Persuaded to
obey, he is healed and acknowledges the primacy of the Lord.

EEEE PEISC?_IATI This is the obedience that Moses instils into the Hebrew exiles in
Deuteronomy Wednesday’s reading from Deuteronomy. On the cusp of entering
4:1.5-9 the promised land, he exhorts them to listen to

Psalm 147:13-end God and follow God's laws faithfully. Jesus

Matthew 517219 reinforces this with his declaration, in

THURSDAY Wednesday’s Gospel, that he has come
11 MARCH not to abolish but to fulfil the Law.Then
Jeremiah 7:23-28 on Friday he distils that Law's essence

Psalm 95:1-2. 6-end 4, |56 God and one's neighbour.

rp@rpbooks.co.uk b @redemptorist

Luke 11:14-23
The week closes with Jesus describing e . -
FRIDAY the contrasting ways of the Pharisee l . I' ¥ ' -
12 MARCH _ AT T A
Hosea 14 and the tax collector at prayer in the .f N BN
Psalm Temple. In the humility of the tax : s ! ;W .
81:6-10. 13. 16 collector, admitting his sinfulness eyt -
Mark 12:28-34 and pleading for mercy, resides the x
SATURDAY obedience God seeks from us. - =
The Phanses and tax collector, 5t Mary ﬂ
13 MARCH Abbots Church, Kensington, London g
Hosea 5:1% - 6:6 Renata Sedmakova / Shutterstock.com 2
Psalm 51:1-2. o _ ;;,
17-end Living Christ, 2
Luke 18:9-14 8 through the example of your life-giving obedience 2
? that led to death on the cross, o
E may we truly learn to love our neighbour as ourselves. E
“ B your mercy guide us and all creation >
into the presence of our heavenly Father. g
FSC
Live the Word. Written by Becky Mynett and Richard Greatrex. Copyright & logo
rEde I"I"iﬁ(ariST Rademptorist Publications, Chawton, Hampshire GU34 3HO, A registared charity 9

peblications

limitad by guarantes. Registerad in England 0326772 1. wwaw.rpbooks.co.uk.



MOTHERHOQOD IN THE BIBLE

PART I1 = FIVE SCANDALOUS
MOTHERS

B ecky Mynett continues her series about motherhood in the Bibie.

Matthew's Gospel opens with the “genealogy of Jesus the Messiahj

a list of forty-two fathers from Abraham to “Joseph the husband of
Mary' In addition to Mary, there are just four mothers whom Matthew
thought worth mentioning. But they are not the virtuous matriarchs
you might expect. We might even call them the five scandalous
mothers!

Firstly, there isTamar, whose story is related in Genesis 38. She was
married to Judah's eldest son, but failed to conceive before he died.
Judah told his second son, Onan, to marry Tamar so she could have

a child. This child would have counted as his brother’s offspring, so
Onan wasn't keen and failed to make Tamar pregnant before he too
died. Judah's third son was too young to marry, but when he grew up
he still did not marry Tamar. She decided to take matters into her own
hands, disguised herself as a prostitute and was duly propositioned
by her fatherin-law, to whom she bore twins.

MNext we have Rahab, who really was a prostitute. Her
story, related in the book of Joshua, tells how she helped
Joshua's spies, and she and her family were spared

when Jericho was destroyed. She became the mother of
Boaz, who married Buth, who is the next mother to be
mentioned. She of course has a whole book named after
her. Like the others, she was a foreigner and, although
perhaps less scandalous, she |aid at Boaz's feet to gain his
attention, which was hardly usual.

The fourth mother is Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, who
was essentially raped by King David (see 2 Samuel 11),
who then had her husband killed so he could marry her.

Why mention these women?They are all in some way outsiders, and
(like all women of their time) are at the mercy of men. But God works
through them, as he works through Mary, a not-yet-married teenager
who was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit.

Edited by
Caroline Hodgson
and
Heather Smith

Third week o

f Lent

Monday 8 March to

Saturday 13 March
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\What do our Ives reflect?

Ricarda Witcombe reflects on John 2:13-22

Lord Jesus Christ, we depend on your mercy, as we ask you to
forgive us our sins and cleanse our hearts, that we may reflect
your love in the way we live our lives day by day. Amen.

Motherhood in
the Bible

Part Il - five
scandalous mothers

by Becky Mynett

Becky Mynett continues her series
about motherhood in the Bible.

Matthew's Gospel opens with the
"genealogy of Jesus the Messiah”
a list of forty-two fathers from
Abraham to Joseph. Aside from
Mary, just four mothers are
mentioned, and they are not the
virtuous matriarchs you might
expect.

Firstly, there is Tamar who, after
marrying two brothers without

bearing a child, bore twins to her
father-in-law. Next we have Rahab
the prostitute. In the book of
Joshua she helped Joshua’s spies
and was spared with her family
when Jericho was destroyed. She
gave birth to Boaz, who married
Ruth, who has a whole book
named after her. Like the others,
she was a foreigner and, although
perhaps less scandalous, she laid
at Boaz's feet to gain his attention,
which was hardly usual. The fourth
mother is Bathsheba, the wife of
Uriah, who was essentially raped by
King David (2 Samuel 11), who then
had her husband killed so he could
marry her.

These women are all in some
way outsiders and are at the mercy
of men. But God works through
them, as he works through Mary,
a not-yet-married teenager who
was found to be pregnant from the
Holy Spirit. &

“ There is no limit that can be set to our growth in our
Godward life, since the good has no limit”

Gregory of Nyssa (c. 335-395), theologian

redemﬁrorist Sunday Link. Edited by Caroline Hodgson. Copyright © Redemptorist Publications, Chawton, Hampshire
' b ¢ o n o+ GU34 3HQ, A registerad charity limited by guarantse. Registered England 03261721. www.rpbooks.co.uk

of the Temple was seen by

the Church as a symbol of
the purification of candidates
preparing for baptism on Easter
Day. Christians are to be temples in
which God’s Spirit dwells. It sounds
wonderful, but uncomfortable,
because we too may need some
cleansing. Jesus’ anger shows his
deep love and passion - his zeal
— for his people. This is not about
defending religion. It is about
what our lives reflect - do they
really reflect love for God and for
our neighbour? Or do they reflect
something else?

We see Jesus expose the way
human beings and societies
exploit others to make and save
money for themselves, instead of

In days gone by the cleansing

using it for the good of all people.
This is an inversion of the way God
wants people to live. No wonder
Jesus is angry - religious people
have so missed the point of life
in all its fullness; they are neither
living it themselves nor enabling it
for others.

We are called today to look with
fresh eyes at how we live, at what
happens within our churches and
within our own lives. What values
are reflected in us? Are there ways
in which we could, for example,
see our material resources, our
time and our worship as gifts to
be shared rather than things to be
defended? Can we open our hearts
to God’s cleansing today, trusting
in God's mercy as we commit,
again, to following? w

Figures from
the Common
Worship
lectionary

Edward King,
“The Bishop of
the Poor”

by Julian Smith

Edward King (1829-1910), who
is commemorated tomorrow in
the Common Worship lectionary,
was a college chaplain, principal,
then Professor of Pastoral
Theology before being appointed
Bishop of Lincoln in 1885.

Find us en

Facebook www.facebook.com/yoursundaylink

All who met him were struck
by his humility and his pastoral
care. He ftried to shape his
ordinands as people of prayer
and compassion, qualities he
exemplified in his own life.
When appointed to Lincoln,
King wrote, "l shall try to be the
Bishop of the Poor. If | can feel
that, I think | shall be happy”

His example offers us
encouragement in these post-
Covid times. Church members
need humility in accepting
that the experience of church
goes far beyond our cherished
buildings and Sunday worship.
We need grace as we seek
to discover what it means to
be a practical, caring Church,
the Body of Christ in and for a
changed world. With God’s help
we can follow Edward King's
example. ¥
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Help these
children find
their way fo
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house of
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E Tick the
: good things
+ that we do
! in church. *
3y eat sweets
i o
-|ke a ChUI’Ch The Temple was
/ a beautiful
Fill in the grid building in
with these words Jerusalem
that show Jesus is * where people
like a church: prayed, like a
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special church.

Sunday 7 March 2021
John 2:13-25
3rd Sunday of Lent

W/ SOSPEL foppy

Jesus says he is the Temple of
God, and he will come back to
life after he dies. The people do
not understand, and think he is
talking about the Temple where
they are standing. Jesus is not
afraid to stand up for what is
right and tells off the people
who are trading in God's house
and being dishonest.

4 Srondingup ™
for what is right

Sometimes we need fo stand
up for what is right and good.
Seeing something that is unfair
or wrong can make us cross.
Maya is angry fo see the girls
ignoring Xiang.

¥

Draw, or write about, your
udeus for how she could heI;:v);jF_f?é

A PRAYER TOS3y

Dear Jesus, thank you for
always being there for us, and
for giving us your strong love.
Help us to spread your love,
so that the world may be a
beautiful place. Amen.
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