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THIS WEEK 
Sunday 11th April – Second Sunday of Easter 
  9.30am – Holy Communion at St Stephen’s – led by David Candlin 
10.00am – Morning Prayer at St Martin’s, in Church and live streamed –  

led by John Padwick  
6.30pm – Stations of the Resurrection – music, scripture, poetry, painting and prayer  

inspired by the Risen Christ. Easter Celebration words and music.  
Live and streamed at St Martin’s – led by Adrian Esdaile.  

 
Thursday 15th April  
10.00am – Holy Communion, in Church and live streamed – led by Nick Parish 
 

FUTURE SERVICES 
Sunday 18th April – Third Sunday of Easter 
  9.30am – Morning Prayer at St Stephen’s – led by Graeme Lodge 
10.00am – Holy Communion at St Martin’s, in Church and live streamed –  

led by David Candlin 
6.30pm – Evening Prayer in Church and live streamed – led by Howard Bluett.  

  

Dear Friends, 
 
First, an apology to those who turned up/ tuned in for last week’s Thursday am  service. 
I was convinced it was Wednesday and was reading circulars, papers etc at home. I 
suspect this was due to the Bank Holiday on Monday.  
St Thomas also missed something really important – he wasn’t there when Jesus 
appeared to the others. Consequently, he found it hard to believe their stories when he 
returned. He wanted proof. When our anecdotes fall flat, we often say ‘you had to be 
there.’ We also exclaim, ‘if I hadn’t been there I wouldn’t believe it had happened.’ 
Jesus says, blessed are they who weren’t there, but still believe. 

Nick Parish 

Sunday 11th April 2021 – Second Sunday of Easter  



DISCIPLESHIP /STUDY/ WORSHIP MEETINGS 
Time Aside: Midweek Individually Guided Retreat 
Tue, 20 Apr 2021, 6:00 pm - Thu, 22 Apr 2021 3:00 pm 
Led by the House of Prayer Team via Zoom 
This retreat provides an opportunity to step aside from the busyness of everyday life 
and spend time in quiet prayer and reflection.  A retreat guide will be available for daily 
individual meetings to accompany you through the retreat.  Above all, this retreat is a 
time of listening to God who is present in the experiences of prayer and daily living. 
All communal prayer meetings and spiritual direction will be online using the Zoom 
platform. If you wish to attend this retreat from the House of Prayer you will need to 
bring a laptop or device with you.  
Retreat from home cost: £60  
 
Consolation and Desolation for Challenging Times 
Saturday, 24 April 2021 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Led by Gemma Simmonds, C.J. via Zoom 
Lockdown has stripped many of us of the identifying markers by which we define our 
lives: normal patterns of work and relationships, both private and professional, 
patterns of interaction with wider society, patterns of travel for both work and leisure.  
Many of us have had to re-negotiate our sense of meaning and purpose and are 
searching for tools to help us.  The teaching of Ignatius of Loyola on consolation and 
desolation can be a useful means of navigating these new pathways and finding the 
hidden opportunities within the pandemic crisis. 
Cost: £30  
 
Retreats from the House of Prayer, April 2021. 
House of Prayer 
35 Seymour Road  
East Molesey 
Surrey   KT8 0PB 
Tel: 020 8941 2313 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation 1174120 
 
STEWARDSHIP 
Giving to St Martin’s and St Stephen on the Downs 
For general and stewardship giving you can give online giving via the Charities Aid 
Foundation.  
Donations can be either a one-off donation or a regular donation using direct debit.  
To make a donation either: 

1. Click on the following link: 

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/13377 

OR 

2. Use your Smart Phone and Scan the QR Code below 
 

There is also a “Donate” button on our website. 
Thank you for your continued giving directly and via online giving. 
 

 
 

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/13377


OTHER NOTICES 
From Monday, we can now host weddings with up to 15 people in attendance.   
Funerals remain at 30 but can now be followed by a reception for up to 15. 
We can also host children’s activities indoors (that meet the covid safe measures). 
When phase 3 date is confirmed, we will update this guide, and we are planning for 
that next phase now.  
 
Electoral Roll Revision 
The Electoral Roll is due to be revised on 7th May 2021 and a notice to this effect will 
be will be displayed outside both our churches from 19th March 2021. If you are unsure 
please check that your name is entered in the current Roll (at the back of St Martins) 
or with me by email (aronson_john@hotmail.com), also if there have been changes to 
your address or contact details please inform me or the Parish Office. Your full details 
can be checked in the office. We always want new people to join so if you are not yet 
on the Roll and would like to join please complete an application form and hand it in 
to the Parish Office. The Roll will be closed for any new entries from 6 May 2021 until 
after the Parish AGM on 23 May 2021.     John Aronson, Electoral Roll Officer.  
 

Trees in the Churchyard 
As I think most of you know, Epsom and Ewell Borough Council are responsible for 
the maintenance of our Churchyard. The Council exercise their responsibility for the 
trees in our Churchyard by employing a Tree Officer who surveys the trees at regular 
intervals, and determines what works are required to maintain them in good and safe 
order.  We have now received the latest schedule of proposed work to the trees and 
most of the work refers to removing ivy where it is damaging trees and minor pruning; 
only one tree will be felled completely and that is the dead pine tree to the east of the 
Church, next to the pathway that runs through the south-side of the churchyard.  
The dead tree should be removed in the next week or so, but the Borough Council has 
agreed that the remainder of the work will be delayed until the late summer so as to 
avoid disturbing any birds during the nesting season. 
If you have any queries regarding this work, please do not hesitate to speak to the 
Churchwardens in the first instance.        The Churchwardens 

 
Mission For April 
HOME 
MAF believe nothing should stop people from receiving the love of of God and the 
essentials of life. Their vision is to see isolated people physically and spiritually 
transformed in Christ’s name. MAF uses light aircraft and technology to reach isolated 
places, as the only way to reach isolated people in need.          Meg Topley 
 
ABROAD 
Christian Aid is an international NGO endeavouring to help people have the advantage 
of living a full life, free from poverty and inequality operating on the basis of need, 
irrespective of religion, ethnicity, race, gender or nationality. Working with local 
partners to address the root causes of poverty through integrated development and 
humanitarian programming, policy and advocacy work.         Jill Chapman 
 
Can you please hold these Mission areas in your Prayers – Thank you 
 



Tour de Parish 
Thank you to everyone who 
sponsored our ride round the parish 
over the Bank Holiday weekend. We 
visited every road in the parish and 
thanks to your generosity we've raised 
£2,030 to support our ministry in the 
parish. 
Here's a picture of the riders - John 
Flower, David Stamp, John Aronson 
and me - ready for the off! 

David Candlin 
 

 
NHS COVID-19 QR Code & App 
The terms of use relating to the official NHS QR code poster have changed.  
These two changes are outlined below: 

• We may now share details of venues that have downloaded an official NHS QR 
code poster with local authorities and health protection teams. This is to help 
local authorities make sure venues that should display an official NHS QR code 
poster are displaying one.  

• NHS COVID-19 app users can now share their venue history via the app with 
public health authorities if they test positive for coronavirus (COVID-19). This will 
be used to help other visitors to the venue to be warned that they may be at risk 
if multiple visitors have tested positive since visiting the venue. Venue names 
and details will not be shared in these alerts. 

 
The Church Army, Greenwich 
We have received the following from Nick Russell, Lead Evangelist at the Church 
Army Centre of Mission at Greenwich. Some of you will remember his impressive 
presentation to us two years ago. This gives us some insight into the work they do, 
which we are happy to support financially and prayerfully. 
 

Dear Friends, 
Thank you once again for your prayers which sustain our work. 
Much blessing,  Nick  
 

Praise God for: 
Children’s groups 

• A huge donation of Easter eggs by our local Baptist Church 
• Being able to continue two face to face and an online children’s and carer’s 

support group 
• Over 800 views for our online children’s and carer’s group 
• Funding for 68 snack and activity packs delivered each week 

 

  



Youth groups 
• Good attendance and participation at our girl power vulnerable girls group, 

improving attendance at our year 6-8 group and young offenders’ group, and 
good attendance at our two other youth groups.  

• the fact that a 15 year old stab victim is now able to play football again.  He has 
a scar nearly five inches wide on both sides of his calf where an adult forced 
his way into his home and attacked him with a large knife as he ran 
upstairs.  Miraculously no tendons or major blood vessels were cut.  He 
previously suffered neglect from parents who are both addicts, but has 
responded warmly to our youth support work. 

• The return to our at risk support group of a youth arrested for carrying a knife 
and drugs 

• The youth support work of an ex-young offender who received a custodial 
sentence at age 13 for aggravated burglary and later became a Christian – 
please pray for him in his faith struggles and family difficulties  

• Growth in the numbers of young offenders and at risk young people in our 
Sunday group 

 

Fresh expressions of church 
• Three previously unchurched young people and an adult from youth church 

fresh expression who want to be baptised 
• Receptive audiences as the Easter story was preached at various events for 

unchurched young people and families 
 

St. Saviour’s Church 
• A new couple regularly attending St. Saviour’s Church 
• A good plan for heating in the church and ventilation in the hall. 
• The wonderful dedication of those who keep the church going 
• Our visiting clergy who serve us so well  
• Young people from churched families 

  
Please pray for 

• God to move by His Spirit in our parish and among the unchurched 
• Discussions with a free evangelical church relating to a fresh expression in our 

parish, that this will have the right shape for local people 
• Relationships with the unchurched members of our parish to become channels 

of faith 
• The many who are even more poverty stricken as a result of the Pandemic, 

mothers struggling to put food on the table, people in debt 
• An ex-young offender wrongly accused of a crime for which he may be recalled 

to prison for several months before a parole hearing 
• Our work to dissuade young people from carrying knives, an increasing trend 
• Our work with mothers who are addicts, which is constantly frustrating 
• Two girls bullied by a pack of 30 schoolchildren older than themselves 
• A teenager with a tough home life, who has accused his carers of beating him, 

and our intervention in this case 
• Teenagers with parents who are addicts 
• The fight to keep teenagers away from drug delivery work amid increasing 

poverty 



• Our work to encourage at risk teenagers into training and work 
• One of our local workers who is struggling with two young children with special 

needs 
• Three mothers with a cocaine addictions 
• Our vulnerable adults whose group and fresh expression of church which are 

yet to reopen 
• Our online family fresh expression of church which is attracting smaller 

audiences. 
• Ventilation and heating work planned for our church and hall 

 
Nick Russell CA 
Lead Evangelist  Greenwich Centre of Mission 

 
Nick.Russell@churcharmy.org 
www.churcharmy.org 
 
Latest message from Chris Short at Food Bank 
Can you please help us this week, with any of the following? 
Hair Conditioner 
Shampoo 
Female Deodorant 
Shower Gel 
Tinned Vegetables (not sweetcorn as we have lots) 
Tinned Meat (ideally not SPAM or corned beef) 
Washing Powder, Pods & Tablets (bio & non-boi) 
Powdered Milk (semi or full fat only, thank you) 
You can donate at the usual supermarket points, or bring donations to our car park 
(please wear a mask); 
Epsom & Ewell Foodbank 
Generation Resource Centre 
(Behind West Ewell Primary School) 
Ruxley Lane 
Ewell 
KT19 0JG 
 
Donation Drop Off Times: Monday to Friday 9am – 2pm 
* PLEASE MAKE SURE ALL DONATIONS ARE SEALED, IN DATE AND DO NOT 
CONTAIN ALCOHOL* 
Can't get to the shops? You could text to make a small donation, send us a 
supermarket delivery to the address above, or contact us about sponsoring some fresh 
fruit & veg! 
You can help by texting 70450 to donate: 
Text FOODBANKGIFT2 to donate £2   Text FOODBANKGIFT3 to donate £3 
Text FOODBANKGIFT5 to donate £5  Text FOODBANKGIFT10 to donate £10 
Text FOODBANKGIFT15 to donate £15 Text FOODBANKGIFT20 to donate £20 
Kind regards, Chris Shortt 

mailto:Nick.Russell@churcharmy.org
http://www.churcharmy.org/
https://www.churcharmy.org/


CONTACT US 
 

Parish Office: 
Church House, Church Street, Epsom, 

KT17 4PX   Phone:  01372 722567 
E-mail: stmartinsepsom@btconnect.com 

Website: www.stmartinsepsom.org 
 

The Revd Nick Parish, Vicar – 01372 743336 
Email: vicar@stmartinsepsom.org 

 

The Revd David Candlin – Curate - 07723 849 477 
Email: revcandlin@gmail.com

mailto:stmartinsepsom@btconnect.com
http://www.stmartinsepsom.org/
mailto:vicar@stmartinsepsom.org


  



   



   



   



 
  
  
  



   



 


