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Dear Friends,

Today marks the beginning of a season remembering, and our services today celebrate
the lives of all God’s saints across time, and also those who were special to us.
Knowing our inheritance is a profound need for people — understanding ourselves in
the context of a Christian heritage, a family background, and the lives of those who
have been important in ours.

Alongside this human need is our spiritual need to know who we are under God. “You
are a new creation,” wrote St Paul. Whatever your background, heritage, place in
society, in Christ you are made new. For some people with a strong Christian heritage,
this is a difficult thing to experience. Being brought up with Church and Christianity is
wonderful, but all of us need renewal sometimes. Many of the people we celebrate
today, saints of the past as well as the present, knew that renewal, that new start that
set them on their journey of faith afresh.

THIS WEEK
Sunday 315t October — All Saints
9.30am — Morning Prayer at St Stephen’s — led by Graeme Lodge
10.00am — Holy Communion at St Martin’s, in Church and live streamed —
led by Archdeacon Martin Breadmore
6.30pm — Evening Prayer at St Martin’s — (in Church and live streamed)
led by Judith Mitchell

Archdeacon of Dorking

Today we welcome Martin Breadmore, the Archdeacon of Dorking who is presiding and
preaching at our Parish Communion. Martin was appointed to the Archdeaconry of
Dorking two years ago.

Martin was ordained in 1994 and after serving a curacy in Herne Bay, he was appointed
Associate Minister at St Paul’'s Camberley. He was then Vicar of St Patrick’s Wallington
before being appointed as Director of Ministry for the Kensington Area of the Diocese of
London, with responsibility for the training and development of clergy and lay people.

(In light of continued rates of infection in our community, we will continue with
communion in one kind until further notice).



Wednesday 3" November
10.00am — Holy Communion in the Lady Chapel- led by Nick Parish

FUTURE SERVICES
Sunday 7" November — Third Sunday before Advent
9.30am — Morning Prayer at St Stephen’s — led by Ruth Foxcroft
10.00am — Holy Communion at St Martin’s, in Church and live streamed —
led by Nick Parish
6.30pm — Annual Memorial Service at St Martin’s — (in Church and live streamed)
led by Nick Parish

DISCIPLESHIP /STUDY/ WORSHIP MEETINGS
Morning Prayer and Pastoral Support
Every Tuesday, Morning Prayer is held at 9.00am lasting between 20 and 30 minutes.
From 9.30 am | shall be available in the church until 12.00 noon. If anyone wishes to
talk to me about their worries or anything on their mind, please feel free to come for a
chat which will of course be in total confidence. When | am not available for any reason
another member of the Pastoral or Ministry Team will be there in my place.

Mary Gilbert, Pastoral Team

Churches Together in Epsom Monthly prayer meetings:
Following a well-attended and enjoyable social gathering, ‘in person’, by CTiE :
reps, at the Old Moat Café, we decided to alternately locate the monthly prayer R&EF
meetings to 'Zoom online' or ‘in person’, for a trial period. We were able to pray
at the end of our social gathering at the Old Moat Café and received a positive
response. The Old Moat Café has a covered outdoor area which should prove a Covid-
safe environment. The gatherings will start at 9.15 on zoom and at 10 am for the ‘in
person’ meetings. Dates of our monthly prayer meetings for Autumn 2021 are:

e Friday November 12™: 9.15-9.45am on Zoom

e Friday December 10": 10-11am at Old Moat Café

Old Moat Garden Centre Café is in Horton Lane, Epsom
Find Us — The Old Moat Garden Centre & Cafe

Beacon Teas

The Beacon Teas have resumed, and are held in St Martin’s Church on the second
Sunday in each month between 3.00 p.m. and 5.00 p.m. The next one will take place on
14 November. We look forward to seeing anyone who would like some companionship,
sandwiches and cake. You can decide which of these is the most important! If anyone is
willing to donate the occasional home-made cake we would be most grateful.

Mary Gilbert and Elaine Snook, Pastoral Team


https://www.theoldmoatgardencentre.org.uk/Find

Centering Prayer

Taster Day e
at St Martin’s Centerino
Saturday November 13 Prayer

Following on from our Remember: Reflect: Restore time in June, and
as part of St Martin’s community outreach, we are organising a
Centering Prayer Taster Day on Saturday, November 13 from 10.30am
to 4.15pm.

Centering Prayer is a method of silent prayer where we consent to
God’s presence and action within. It is a movement away from more
active modes of prayer into a receptive prayer of resting in God. It is
both a relationship with God and a discipline to foster that relationship.

This is rooted in the work of Fr. Thomas Keating, OCSO, one of the
principal founders and teachers of Centering Prayer. Fr Thomas began
this work in 1983 and it is now practised worldwide.

Taught by trained and commissioned presenters, including one of our
own congregation, Dr Lynne Scholefield, the Taster Day will familiarise
participants with the method of Centering Prayer and its roots in the
Christian tradition, whilst offering two opportunities to experience the
prayer.

Following the Taster Day, participants will be invited to attend six
weekly, continuing, sessions, at St Martin’s, which provide more
background and the time to establish a personal Centering Prayer
practice.

The Taster Day is open to people from other churches in the area and
we hope that lots of people from our church will come and make our
visitors welcome, as well as learning about Centering Prayer for
themselves.

The cost for the day is £5.50 which includes coffee/tea and
takeaway literature. For more information on Centering Prayer,
please speak with Lynne Scholefield. To book your place at the
Taster Day please contact Judith Mitchell at
stmcenteringprayer@amail.com



STEWARDSHIP
Giving to St Martin’s and St Stephen on the Downs
For general and stewardship giving you can give online giving via the Charities Aid
Foundation. Donations can be either a one-off donation or a regular donation using
direct debit. To make a donation either: :

1. Click on the following link:

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/13377

OR
2. Use your Smart Phone and Scan the QR Code below
There is also a “Donate” button on our website.

Cheques to St Martin’s

If give a cheque donation to St Martin’s Church, please can it payable to:

‘The PCC of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Epsom’

Donation Station

If you wish to give via contactless payment, please us the donation station in Church.
You can give a pre-set amount or choose one. You can also gift aid your donation.

OTHER NOTICES

Service of Thanksgiving and Memorial — Sunday 7" November at 6.30pm:

The annual Service of Thanksgiving and Memorial

remembering those who have died will be at 6.30pm on

Sunday 7" November. Remembraje ...

1. There will be a list out at the back of St Martin’s Church
throughout October for any member of the congregation to
add any name that they wish to be remembered aloud at the
service. There is also a list of the names read out at last year’s service, please tick
If you would like the name read out again this year. Please do not assume that any
name will be carried over from a previous year.

2. Those who have had funerals associated with St Martin’s over the past three years
will be invited to the Service.

3. Anyone can add names at the back of the church on the day where one of the team
will be ready and available from 6pm to complete the list. This will be taken to the
dais during the opening hymn.

Ron Smith
The funeral of Ron Smith, who passed away in September, will take place in St
Martin’s on Friday 12" November at 2.00pm.

Sunday Coffee

Coffee and tea are served every Sunday morning after the 10.00am service. At the
moment we have 14 volunteers which means we do it every 7 weeks. We have in the
last 2 years lost 4 or 5 members due to ill health or moving away. It would be lovely if
we could recruit some more volunteers (any age or sex), if you would be willing, please
contact me. 01372 723675, maureensuatt@virginmedia.com Maureen Suatt



https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/13377
mailto:maureensuatt@virginmedia.com
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.whitneymurphyfuneralhome.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/holiday-memorial-service-2-300x197.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.whitneymurphyfuneralhome.com/holiday-memorial-service/&h=197&w=300&tbnid=mkzt_IxrEXfrrM:&docid=suQ3ZmJzLi7I3M&ei=EaILVtyiE8SZNrGYqLgK&tbm=isch&ved=0CCgQMygJMAlqFQoTCJzv0o2wnsgCFcSMDQodMQwKpw

MISSION FOR THE MONTH

HOME MISSION

Through the Roof

Through the Roof is a Christian disability charity that changes the life of disabled
people around the world. Through the Roof wants to see everyone valued equally,
fully belonging and able to contribute their gifts and skills. They accomplish this in 3
ways, Faith, Freedom and Friendship. Meg Topley

ABROAD MISSION

Mercy Ships Charity thanks St Martins Church for their continuing support. The new
hospital ship, Global Mercy, having had a free passage through the Suez Canal thanks
to the Egyptian President, is now being further equipped and staffed in Antwerp,
Belgium. It plans to sail to Senegal in the Spring of 2022 to continue dispensing
medical treatment there.

A new church information pack, full of the latest information will be displayed in the
back of St Martins Church soon. Do have a look at it. Peter and Julia White

EVENTS AND MUSIC
IMPORTANT UPDATE FROM THE EVENTS TEAM
We are really sorry to have to inform you that, with the ever-increasing number of
Covid cases and continuing precautions needed, we very reluctantly have to cancel
the Christmas Fair, due to be held on Saturday 27" November. We will also not be
holding the Epiphany party in the New Year for the same reasons. The Beetle Drive
was great fun for those who took part but there were only 10 of us. We would like to
get some idea of your feelings about events in the near future so please fill in the
anonymous questionnaire attached to this newsletter or pick up and complete a paper
one from the back of church. The paper forms can be put in the labelled box or you
can email your answers to one of the Events Team. We have some ideas for 2022 but
would much appreciate your views so we can plan accordingly. Many thanks!
Events Team —
Alyson Aronson, Mary Holloway-Neville, Cathy Morris, Nancy Bluett

CHRISTMAS CARDS — ON SALE NOW
Christmas is coming!! | have set up my display of Christmas cards, candles k& i
and Advent Calendars. Please buy now while | have good stocks. Once | %ggﬁ-iﬁ;
have sold out of a particular design, | may not be able to get any more. " ~§\§?~
Everything will be on sale between now and Christmas.
Payment may be made in a variety of ways:

e Cheque: made payable to “The PCC of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Epsom”

(please either hand in to the office or place in the wall safe in church)

e Donation Station: contactless payments — please use the “Cards” button

e Cash: via the wall safe in church.
Every packet sold helps the church. Thank you for your custom.

Mary Holloway-Neville


https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj1j6e4mbDlAhWZ8uAKHb6UCycQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fgaincharity.org.uk%2Fproduct%2Fthree-trees-pack-of-10-christmas-cards-with-envelopes-copy%2F&psig=AOvVaw1G11ign6ysUsWKLYti_9Cq&ust=1571844968899128

5 DAY

GIFT MARKET

TUESDAY 9th - SATURDAY 13th

NOVEMBER 2021
Open 10am to 5pm, 4pm Saturday

AT BOURNE HALL, EWELL

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING FOR:

Orginality, Quality, Usability,
Great Value and Good Service
New Stalls Added Daily

{ Bringleaflet
(_for discount on purchase

Email: giftmarket.2@yahoo.com

EASY & CHEAP CAR PARKING

FREE ENTRY

J S Bach:Lobetden ... |
¢ Herrn, alle Heiden 2 | &%
9

Pergolesi: Stabat Mater |/ |
Handel: Dixit Dominus

[“

Julian Collings Conductor @ Miranda Heldt Soprano e EleanorRoss Soprano
BethMoxon Mezzo e JoeDoody Tenor @ JonStainsby Bass
English Sinfonietta

Saturday 6™ November 2021 at 7:30pm
St Martin’s Parish Church, Church Street, Epsom KT17 4PX
For details about tickets, please see our website
www.epsomchoral.org.uk/next-concert

T EPsoM
|||| CHORAL
SOCIETY

Registered Charity No: 273757



Latest message from Food Bank
Wishlist: This week we need help with:

Urgent:
e Meat pies o Coffee
e Tinned Fruit e Sugar (500grs ideally)
e Powdered Milk e Bags for Life - we urgently need
e Squash these
e Shaving foam e Shower Gel
e Noodles (dried egg/rise noodles e Female & Male Deodorant
or straight to wok) e Kids Toothbrushes
Please, no more donations of the following items at this time:
e pasta, e tampons & sanitary towels,
e baked beans, e marmalade,
e porridge, e cat/dog food,
e baby shampoo, e adult toothbrushes

You can donate at the usual supermarket points, or bring donations to our car park
Epsom & Ewell Foodbank, Generation Resource Centre, (Behind West Ewell Primary
School), Ruxley Lane, Ewell, KT19 0JG

Donation Drop Off Times: Monday to Friday 9am — 2pm foodb%wk .'

To give: ol

You can help by texting 70450 to donate:

Text FOODBANKGIFTS5 to donate £5 Text FOODBANKGIFT10 to donate £10

Text FOODBANKGIFT15 to donate £15 Text FOODBANKGIFT20 to donate £20

CONTACT US

Parish Office:
Church House, Church Street, Epsom,
KT17 4PX Phone: 01372 722567
E-mail: stmartinsepsom@btconnect.com
Website: www.stmartinsepsom.org
Opening hours are Mondays, Wednesday, Thursdays & Fridays
9.30am to 12.30pm

The Revd Nick Parish — Vicar — 01372 743336
Email: vicar@stmartinsepsom.orqg

The Revd Canon Adrian Esdaile - Priest in Retirement - 01372 723770
Email: esdaileadrian@yahoo.co.uk
(available for Contemplative Prayer, Counsel,
Spiritual Direction and the Healing Ministry)



mailto:stmartinsepsom@btconnect.com
http://www.stmartinsepsom.org/
mailto:vicar@stmartinsepsom.org
mailto:esdaileadrian@yahoo.co.uk

All Saints' Day

S un d ay 31 October 2021

COLLECT

Almighty Ged,

you have knit together your elect

in one communion and fellowship
in the mystical body of your Son

Christ our Lord:

grant us grace so to follow your
blessed saints

in all virtuous and godly living

that we may come to those
inexpressible joys

that you have prepared for those who
truly love you;

through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

FIRST READING
Either Wisdom of Selomon 3:1-9
A reading from the book of Wisdom.

The souls of the righteous are in the
hand of God, and no torment will
ever touch them. In the eyes of the
foolish they seemed to have died,
and their departure was thought to
be a disaster, and their going from
us to be their destruction; but they
are at peace. For though in the sight
of others they were punished, their
hope is full of immortality. Having
been disciplined a little, they will
receive great good, because God
tested them and found them worthy
of himself; like gold in the furnace he
tried them, and like a sacrificial burnt-
offering he accepted them. In the
time of their visitation they will shine
forth, and will run like sparks through
the stubble. They will govern nations
and rule over peoples, and the Lord
will reign over them for ever. Those
who trust in him will understand truth,
and the faithful will abide with him in
love, because grace and mercy are
upon his holy ones, and he watches
over his elect.

Or Isaiah 25:6-9

PSALM Psalm 24:1-6

R The souls of the righteous are in
the hand of God
[no terment will ever touch them].

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is
in It,

the world and all who dwell therein.

For it is he who founded it upon the
seas

and made it firm upon the rivers of
the deep. R

“"Who can ascend the hill of the Lord?
and who can stand in his holy place?”
“Those who have clean hands and
a pure heart,
who have not pledged themselves to
falsehood,
nor sworn by what is a fraud. R

They shall receive a blessing from the
Lord

and a just reward from the God of
their salvation.”

Such is the generation of those who
seek him,

of those who seek your face, O God
of Jacob. R

SECOND READING
Revelation 21:1-6a

A reading from the book of
Revelation.

|, John, saw & new heaven and a new
earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea
was no more. And | saw the holy city,
the new Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband. And
| heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, “See, the home of God is
among mortals. He will dwell with
them; they will be his peoples, and
God himself will be with them; he

will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more; mourning and
crying and pain will be no more, for
the first things have passed away.”
And the one who was seated on the
throne said, “"See, | am making all
things new.” Also he said, “Write this,
for these words are trustworthy and
true.” Then he said to me, “It is done!
| am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end.”

GOSPEL John 11:32-44

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ according to John.

When Mary came where Jesus was
and saw him, she knelt at his feet and
said to him, “Lord, if you had been

here, my brother would not have
died.” When Jesus saw her weeping,
and the Jews who came with her also
weeping, he was greatly disturbed

in spirit and deeply moved. He said,
"Where have you laid him?" They
said to him, “"Lord, come and see.”
Jesus began to weep. So the Jews
said, “"See how he loved him!” But
some of them said, “Could not he
who opened the eyes of the blind
man have kept this man from dying?”
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed,
came to the tomb. It was a cave,

and a stone was lying against it.
Jesus said, "Take away the stone.”
Martha, the sister of the dead man,
said to him, "Lord, already there is

a stench because he has been dead
four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did |
not tell you that if you believed, you
would see the glory of God?” So
they took away the stone. And Jesus
locked upward and said, “Father,

| thank you for having heard me. |
knew that you always hear me, but

| have said this for the sake of the
crowd standing here, so that they
may believe that you sent me.” When
he had said this, he cried with a loud
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead
man came out, his hands and feet
bound with strips of cloth, and his
face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

POST COMMUNION
God, the source of all holiness
and giver of all good things:
may we who have shared at this table
as strangers and pilgrims here
on earth
be welcomed with all your saints
to the heavenly feast on the day of
your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Sunday. The Revised Common Lectionary is copynght © the Consultation on Commen Texts, 1992. The Christian Year: Calendar, Lectionary and Collects, 1997,
which includes The Common Worship Lectionary (the Church of England’s adaptations of the Revised Commen Lectionary, published as the Principal Service
Lectionary) and the compilation of Collects and Post Communion Prayers, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council, and material from it is reproduced with permission.
Bible readings from NRSV published by Mowbray and used by permission. Aﬁ rights reserved. Copyright © Redemptorist Publications Wolf's Lane Chawton

Hampshire GU34 3HQ. A Registered Charity imited by guarantee. Registered in England 03261721. www.rpbooks.co.uk Email rp@rpbooks.co.uk

redemplorist
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Sunday Homily sz
FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT

“The first is... 'love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’
The second is this: "You shall love your neighbour as yourself.”

Mark 12:29-31)

lllustration

Pascal wrote, “Men never do evil so completely and cheerfully as when they do it
from a religious conviction.” When we look at events throughout history and the
world today, we see many examples of peoples of all religions causing suffering,
pain and death to their fellow human beings. In such cases, the carrying out of
what some believe to be God's will has terrible consequences for others, others
who are counted as expendable in this “higher” purpose. Tragically, in such
cases, a wholehearted dedication to God seems to reduce people’s compassion
for others.

In contrast, many take an opposite position: instead of focusing upon God’s will
above everything else, they disregard God and concentrate upon the needs of
humanity. Those who think this way see no need for God, reasoning that we can
look after each other well enough, if not better, without religion.

Today’s Gospel reading reflects what Jesus believed about the compatibility of a
wholehearted devotion to God with a desire to serve humanity.

Gospel Teaching

Jesus has faced a series of trick questions from both Sadducees and Pharisees
attempting to catch him out before the crowd. The teacher of the law in our Gospel
reading, though, appears to be sincere in what he asks. His question, “Which
commandment is the first of all?”, reflected an issue over which there was much
disagreement. It was held that there were 613 commandments and there was
argument over whether some commandments were more significant than others
and whether it was possible to sum them all up in one general principle.

In answering the scribe, Jesus made reference to two separate pieces of scripture
which he linked together. He quoted Deuteronomy 6:4-5 (part of the creed known
as the Shema and recited daily by Jews) and Leviticus 19:18. He was only asked
to cite one commandment but instead chose two, the implication being that he
saw a strong connection between them.

" "

To love God with all our “heart”, “soul”, “mind” and “strength” is a reminder
that this love involves not just emotion but everything about us — our thoughts,



energy, will, ability and understanding — and is a love which includes action and
obedience. Our need to make God central in our lives is reinforced in Mark's
version of the event where Jesus’ quote from Deuteronomy also includes the
words, “the Lord is one”, which emphasises that only God is worthy of our
worship and devotion.

In the original gquotation from Leviticus the word “neighbour” would have
referred to Israelites alone, but the parable of the good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-
37) suggests that Jesus’ definition of neighbour was much wider, embracing all
humanity, including one’s enemies.

Application

For Jesus, there was no clash between focusing upon God and meeting the
needs of humanity. In fact, naming these two commandments as greater than
the others shows that Jesus saw them as interconnected. The teaching of 1 John
4:21 sums up this connection: “those who love God must love their brothers and
sisters also”. If we truly love God we will also love God’'s creation, humanity.
Indeed 1 John goes as far as to say that if we hate our brother or sister then we
cannot love God (1 John 4:20): the two things are mutually exclusive.

Jesus also believed there was no place for neglecting God to focus solely upon
humanity: after all, he names the love of God as the first commandment. Of
course, humanists are right that much good can be done without any reference
to religion, but recognising the unconditional nature of God's care for us brings
a new depth to our own understanding of, and ability to, love. 1 John 4:19 says,
“We love because he first loved us.” Only in Christ's death on the cross do we
see what love really is: love goes beyond caring for those who love us and from
whom we get something back. It involves loving those, too, whom Jesus viewed
as our neighbours: those we dislike, those we don't understand and those we
don't approve of. His example gives us the motivation and strength to take love
beyond its usual human limitations.

So making God central in our lives shouldn’t distance us from others but
encourage us to value each individual. The love of God and the love of humanity
are inseparably bound together. Indeed, Jesus made this point very strongly in
his parable of the sheep and goats (Matthew 25:31-46) in which he taught that it
is in caring for others that we serve Christ himself.

blications

redem ﬁ(?)rist

Weekly Homily. Edited by Jane Williams © Redemptorist Publications. Chawton, Hampshire, GU34 3HQ, UK Tel. +44 (0)1420 88222, Fax. +44 (0)1420 88805
Email rp@rpbooks.co.uk, www.rpbooks.co.uk A Registered Charity limited by guarantee. Registered in England 03261721, All rights reserved.



MONDAY

1 NOVEMBER

Romans 11:29-end RE FLECT[ON
Psalm 69:31-37

Luke 14:12-14

READINGS

This week
TUESDAY our Gospel
2 NOVEMBER readings tell us
Ramans{12:5-16 quite a lot about
Psalm 131 i
Luke 14:15-24 the kingdom of
God.
WEDNESDAY
3 NOVEMBER We hear Jesus
Romans 13:8-10 telling his host
Psalm 112 (and us) that he
Luke 14:25-33 should invite
THURSDAY to his dinner party people on the fringes of society — those who
4 NOVEMBER are poor or marginalised in some way. And perhaps we feel a little
Romans 14:7-12 uncomfortable if the people we invite into our homes are not usually
Psalm 27:14-end those on the fringes of our society today.
Luke 15:1-10

But then we hear that God invites those people on the fringes of
FRIDAY society to feast in the heavenly kingdom. And if we ourselves feel

5 NOVEMBER :
Roinans 1614:21 lost, lonely or unloved, that is good news for us.

5
a
=
O
:
®
=
(e}
: s:'"‘128 . And there is more good news: God doesn't just wait for us to find -
uke 16:1- our own way home, but actively goes looking for each one of us '§
SATURDAY and rejoices in finding us.The only thing God needs from us is a g
6 NOVEMBER wholehearted commitment to the kingdom - a commitment that =
Romans 16:3-9. means that anything else in our lives is worthless unless it too is x
;gaf:;:::1 . used for God's purposes. Are we willing to make that commitment? g
Luke 16:9-15 %
2
o
God of those who are dispossessed, g
we thank you for the good news we hear down the ages. 2
Wl Show us ways of reaching out to those on the fringes o
E of society, o
E and be with us in those moments when we feel lost °O°
o~
and lonely. T
. s o

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

FSC
H Live the Word. Written by Katharine Smith.
redem p‘(arISt Copyright © Redemptorist Publications, Chawton, Hampshire GU34 3HQ, A registered IOQO
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charity limited by guarantee. Registered in England 03261721. www.rpbooks.co.uk.



PRAYER AND HEALING

PART [ = A MINISTRY OF 1—'\}/})/13\%
PRAYER FOR HEALING 6

" Il those who had any who were sick with various kinds of SUSTAINING YOU
diseases brought them to him; and he laid his hands on each of THROUGH THE WEEK
them and cured them” (Luke 4:40).

Today's followers of Jesus still bring to him all who suffer and

they pray that he will heal them. In doing so they are following the Ed”efj by
example of the earliest Christians. In the letter of James we find S:QOI' ne Hodgson

guidance for the young Church about prayer, healing and forgiveness:
“Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church

Heather Smith

and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name
of the Lord” (James 5:14).

As we reflect on the subject of prayer and healing, let’s think about
some aspects of the healing ministry of Jesus:

e  Luke says that Jesus laid hands on and healed people one by
one.To Jesus every single person is important and he gives them
his full attention even when he is surrounded by a huge crowd.

e Jesus is often described as being moved with compassion
towards someone. He is alongside them in
their suffering and cares about them deeply.

* Incaring about anyone who is suffering,
Jesus is caring for the whole person and
wants to heal not just the obvious physical
dis-ease, but also the inner person with his or
her emotional pain, fear and guilt. James, too,
recognises the need for people to be released
from that inner burden of guilt.

e  The Church today is called to a ministry of

prayer for healing which is compassionate

and sensitive to both the physical and the Bl i s

emotional and spiritual needs of individuals. In the coming before Advent
weeks we'll be reflecting on aspects of this ministry that affect

Monday 1 November to

both those who pray and those who are prayed for. Saturday 6 November
2021
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Faithful God, when we fear for our future, remind us that we are
yours. You made us, you love us and you keep us for all eternity.
For this we lift up our heads and we thank you. Amen.

World Cities
Day

by Caroline Hodgson

The  United Nations has
designated 31 October as World
Cities Day, to promote the
international community’s interest
in global urbanisation, encourage
cooperation among countries in
meeting opportunities, address
the challenges of urbanisation
and contribute to sustainable
urban development around the
world.

Until 2009, more people lived
in rural than in urban areas. Today,
around fifty-five per cent of the

world’s population live in towns and
cities, with the level of urbanisation
projected to reach almost seventy
per cent by 2050. Cities are our
economic powerhouses. They are
where the decisions that govern
all our lives are made. They are also
where our social problems are often
at their most apparent. Whether
you're a city dweller or live in the
most remote rural area, the health
of our cities and the well-being of
people who live and work in them
affects you in one way or another.
So why not spend some time in
prayer and reflection today about
cities and city life?

You can find more at:
www.un.org/en/observances/
cities-day &

“ Open wide the door of our hearts, that we
may receive and entertain Thee with all our
powers of adoration and love.”

Christina Rossetti (1830-1894), English poet
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All Saints’ Day/Fourth Sunday before Advent
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Ricarda Witcombe
reflects on Psalm 24:1-6

he writer of Psalm 24 is
Tvery sure that everything

and everyone belongs to
God. And because the world
is founded and established by
God, it is secure. Even though we
always live in the midst of chaos
(in ancient thought the seas and
rivers were symbols of chaos)
we can be sure that, whatever
happens, we belong to God.
We are secure. The fourteenth-
century mystic Julian of Norwich
knew this too. She described her
vision of seeing “all that is made”
and understanding three things:
“The first is that God made it, the
second is that God loves it, the
third, that God keeps it.”

Having confessed that the world belongs to God, the psalm then turns
to the people who make this confession. It is a good psalm for All Saints’
Day, when we celebrate that company of people down the ages who have
sought God through their daily lives. With them, we are called to right
actions, right relationships and a commitment to the truth. This beautiful
psalm reminds us who God is and who we are. It gives us reason to trust.
And it points us to the King of Glory, dwelling in our midst. &

Walking
with Poppy

The greatest
commandment

by Gillian Cooper

Poppy is not very good at
commandments. Although she
is only half terrier, she is terrier
in her heart and has a terrier's
stubbornness. It shows most of
all when we are out on walks.
Poppy insists that she should
stop and sniff whenever she
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wants to, walk at her own pace
and divert towards anything
interesting. She certainly does
not feel obliged to walk at my
pace and instructions to “come”
are met with firmly planted paws
and a blank stare of apparent
incomprehension.

But perhaps Poppy has it right.
The greatest commandment, say
Moses and Jesus, is not about
rules but about love. Poppy can
safely ignore me because she is
not afraid of me, she knows we
have a relationship formed in
love. Ancient Israel, and Jesus'
disciples are encouraged to
obey God’s rules, not from fear
but from the love that responds
to God’s saving love for them. &~
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Jesus tells us that we will be
happy when we love and trust
God. People who follow God's
ways and try to do what is right
and good will be truly happy,
now and in heaven.
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My name is

Friends of Jesus

Today is a special day when
we remember all the

Maze *

friends of Jesus who
try to make this world
a fair place for others.
These people are
called saints.

They are happy.

Megan has fallen over. Help
Emma fo be a person who
knows the right thing to do.
Guide Emma to Megan so

that she can help her.

Can you find these words in the word search?
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Dot to dot ot o
Jesus went up sitting with
a hill and sat them.
down to teach
everyone about - R To S
being happy. A pRh“ A r
Finish the ‘ W Deur Jesus, thank you for
picture of : showing me how to be happy.
Jesusand ¢ Help me to spread your joy and
his friends happiness by being kind and

. onthehill. loving fo everyone | meet. Amen.
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